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On November 11, Ukraine’s former Minister of Veterans Affairs and current member of

parliament Iryna Friz published a Facebook post that accused Bellingcat and our investigative
partner, The Insider, of being “infiltrated” by the Russian security services, specifically the FSB.

This information has spread to a number of mainstream Ukrainian news outlets, including
Obozrevatel. This accusation of FSB infiltration came following our publication of an in-depth
investigation into Ukraine’s newly-formed Ministry of Veterans Affairs regarding its ties to
controversial far-right figures and organizations, which undermines its work in assisting
Ukraine’s veterans who fought against Russian aggression. This investigation included
commentary from two Ukrainian veteran leaders concerned about the ministry’s current makeup
and its activities. Prior to the publication of this investigation, we reached out to the Veterans
Movement of Ukraine (VMU), Veterans Brotherhood, and the Ukrainian Prime Minister’s office
for comment -- we received no response from any of them.

In her Facebook post, former minister Friz stated that our investigations into far-right
organizations and leaders in Ukraine echo what is “exclusively a Russian narrative” of “fascists
in Ukraine”. Additionally, she suggests that we should vet our contributors and staff with
“‘Russian names”. We would like to note that our staff and researchers with what could be
considered “Russian names” only include our editor, a Ukrainian-American, and the main author
of this report, who is also a Ukrainian-American.

“Secondly, | unfortunately can state that there are problems with the Bellingcat team.
There are all signs that people from the Russian FSB have infiltrated it. | otherwise
cannot explain for myself the fact that they coordinate their work with Russian outlet The
insider, which is controlled by Lubyanka.“

(lo-Opyee, Ha xarb MOXy KOHCmamyeamu rpobremu e camiti cmpykmypi beniHekem. €
8ci 03Haku, wo 0o Hei iHginbmpoesaHi nodu 3 ®CE PO. IHakwe 1 He MOXY rnoscHUmMu
Onsi cebe koopduHosaHicmb pobomu 3 pocilicbkkum pecypcom The insider, wo
KoHmpontemscs Jly6sHKor.)


https://www.facebook.com/Iryna.Friz/posts/2806696222687018?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBlGQp-uSgNlbLDRmxLNQppbY_m7ZHGJ7LfK2CgvTHSeBrJ81PuqiKisXH4b5SR6nPyr7glmBUtC4iiqz4Rn3c6HNT5WYjaxl2B4wVgYM-khhXbuRiAzhOLZcToOlM3ufJPHFEmMPXmum99tKK_s8frX4XkyUQ9_sySJTJ6lvJtjgGSoz1IPrqRVQfnHhnxaR9jHPTCYp5p9gF7ovGqeY8d4_p07HTcFZNEu5vgTXCM-Zyqljeyb_1th4n4SdzNWM2bf7fkJlaOtKI9RrfkzBP5U0Oa7IrNxiCRsSzZ9XtlnMRcqd3U-puSL_SVUQ7-YnzO_xq0fYjrXOPRSxkYLlA7IQ&__tn__=-R
https://www.obozrevatel.com/society/material-tak-zvanogo-rozsliduvannya-bellingcat-divue/amp.htm
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/11/11/ukraines-ministry-of-veterans-affairs-embraced-the-far-right-with-consequences-to-the-u-s/
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|3 aguByBaHHAM O3HalOMUNACH 3 MaTepianoM TaK 3BaHoro
pozcnigysaHHs Bellingcat npo MiHicTepcTBo y cnpasax BeTepaHis.

! Mo-nepwe, aueye BBIpKOBICTL y Nigxoai benidHrie 4o NiAroToBKW UbOro
marepiany, ampKe KomeHTapi bpanuca nuie B okpemux dirypaHTis, 3
npyLinomM B OCHOBHOMY Ha TUX, XTO HE NMPOKOMEHTYE, abo He amoe
NPOKOMEHTYBATKU MUTaHHA.

! [Mo-apyre, Ha anbk MOXy KOHCTatyBaTu npobnemu B camiil CTpYKTYpI
beniHrket. € Bci 03Haku, Wo Ao Hel iHdinsTpoBaHi noay 3 PCh PP. [Haxwe
S He MOy NOSACHUTK AnA cebe KoopaAUHOBaHICTL poBoTK 3 POCIACEKUM
pecypcomM The insider, wo koHTponeTbes NybsaHkow. «Pawmncti B YkpaiHi»
- L|e BUKIIOYHO POCICBKUIA HappaTHe, SKMM BOHU rofyoThb iHopMaUiiHWIA
npocTip 3 4acie Peeomouii lNgHocTi. 16 maTepianie npo HeoHauUWCTIB B
YKpaiHi sig benniHrie, B Tol Yac, Ak €Bpona KWLWiTe areHTamu snnvey Pocii
Ha BCix Wabnax Bnagu i Maxe y BCiX KpaiHax, - Ha MiA nornag, gyxe
BOana cnpoba BigBecT Nornsag CBITOBOT rpoMaacbKOCTI B ClpaBXHIX
npobnem Ta 3arpoa. AK Kaxe BioOMWIA POCIACBEKMIA NponaraHaucT:
«cnienagiHHa? He gymato». ToMmy S nepekoHaHa, Wo KepiBHUUTBY BenniHrie
cnig yBaxHile NpManBMTUCS A0 BNAcHUX KOHTpUG'loTepie, TUM Binblwe, wo
ceped HKMX Barato naen 3 PoCinCEKMMN NPI3BULLEAMM.

fHapeLuri npo camMmy cyTk NUTaHHS, WO NIAHANK «KoTATa». [1ig Yac
cTBOpeHHA MiHicTepcTBa AN MeHe Byno BaxnWBO npaukBaTi 3 ycima
BeTepaHamy, Lo BopoHunu YkpaiHy. A AoTpumylock 4EMOKPaTUYHMX
norngaaie, i ocobUCTi NepekoHaHHA 3aXUCHUKIB YKpaiHU HE MOXYTb
BU3HAYaTW AepXaBHy NOMNITUKY LWoAo HUX. A Hacnpaeadi aHaw Baratbox
npegcTtaeHukie 3 ClY Ta HauioHansHWi kopnyc: ue goceigyeri Biidi, aki
OYKE rapHo 3apekoMeHayeanu cebe Ha poHTi y BIABUTTI pociicekol
arpecii. Ix naTpioTam Ta 3ycunns WoAo 3axucTy Ykpainu, caMonoxepTsa —
Le Te, WO BM3HAYae MOe CTaBNeHHsA A0 HUX. Ix igeonoriyHi nepekoHaHHs,
LOMNOKW BOHWM HE MOPYLUYIOTE 3aKOH — Le Tx ocobucTa cnpaea.

'lfLLl,ono Pyx BetepaHis YkpaiHn. 3a WicTb pokiB BilHW Yepe3 hpoHT B Hac
npoiwno Ginswe 360 Tucad Gildie. Lle ayxe 6arato. Cepeqg HUX Noan 3
PiZHMMW NornagamMu, pisHUX PenirinH1X KoHdeciid, NONITUYHUX NEPEKOHaHb,
PiZHKMM OOCBIAOM Ta CBITOCNPUAHATTAM. Po3byaoea Aep#aBHol NoOniTUKK, WO
BCTAHOESMKE PIBHICTb LWOAO BCiX HMX | € CNPaBXHIM NPOSBOM AEMOKPaTIl.
BunaHai npe3ymnuito HEBMHYBATOCTI: MOKM HEe JOBEAeHa NPOBKHA, a FoNoBHe
— He nopyLUeHo 3aKoH — 3BUHYBaYEHHA HEMOXITUBI, agKe B MPOTUBHOMY
BUNaaKy ue 3eeTbea Pocieto.

See Translation

Former minister Friz's specious accusations of our “infiltration” by the FSB come after a series
of publications we have published uncovering the conduct of Russia’s security forces across
Europe, including Ukraine. These investigations, among others, have unmasked Russian spies

and security service officers who have attempted assassinations in the United Kingdom and



https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2018/11/16/spies-without-borders-fsb-infiltrated-international-visa-system/
https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-48801205
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/11/07/how-russia-issues-fake-passports-to-its-operatives-in-ukraine/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2018/10/09/full-report-skripal-poisoning-suspect-dr-alexander-mishkin-hero-russia/

Bugaria, attempted to stage a coup in Montenegro, assisted in the downing of Malaysian
Airlines Flight 17 (MH17), and attempted hacking of international bodies in Switzerland.

Additionally, Bellingcat’s researchers have received death threats from Ukrainian far-right
groups after investigation their activities, including the translation and distribution of the
manifesto of the notorious New Zealand mosque shooter.

The accusation that our investigative partner, The Insider, is controlled by “Lubyanka”,
referencing the headquarters of Russia’s FSB, is especially ludicrous considering the personal
sacrifices that its journalists have made in order to continue their independent journalism
investigating the government of their country, including investigating its security services.

It is especially ironic that such irresponsible accusations were made by a Ukrainian MP and
former minister during the week when Bellingcat's independent investigation into Russia’s
shelling of Mariupol, which killed dozens of Ukrainian civilians, became part of the evidence
provided by Ukraine in its International Court of Justice (ICJ) proceedings against Russian
aggression, along with previous cases filed with the ICJ.

It is false to suggest that our assessment of the problems posed by Ukraine’s small, but vocal
and active, far-right groups is a Kremlin talking point. A 2018 report from the U.S. State
Department named two Ukrainian far-right groups mentioned in our recent investigation as
“nationalist hate groups”; these same groups were called “threat[s] to Ukrainian democracy” by
international human rights watchdog Freedom House.

Raising concerns over Ukraine’s far right, which lacks popular support but has an out-sized role
in a number of Ukrainian government organs, is vital for the continued development of Ukraine’s
civil society and newly-established government ministries.

We expect that former minister Friz retracts her baseless statements targeting Bellingcat and
The Insider.

Sincerely,

Eliot Higgins

Founder, Bellingcat
contact@bellingcat.com


https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/02/07/third-skripal-suspect-linked-to-2015-bulgaria-poisoning/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2018/11/22/second-gru-officer-indicted-montenegro-coup-unmasked/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2018/05/25/mh17-russian-gru-commander-orion-identified-oleg-ivannikov/
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/07/06/gru-globetrotters-2-the-spies-who-loved-switzerland/
https://www.coe.int/en/web/media-freedom/detail-alert?p_p_id=sojdashboard_WAR_coesojportlet&p_p_lifecycle=0&p_p_col_id=column-4&p_p_col_pos=2&p_p_col_count=3&_sojdashboard_WAR_coesojportlet_alertId=52442747
https://www.bellingcat.com/news/uk-and-europe/2019/08/14/the-russians-and-ukrainians-translating-the-christchurch-shooters-manifesto/
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2018/10/23/the-unsung-reporters-who-challenged-the-kremlin-skripal-story-a63251
https://www.themoscowtimes.com/2018/10/23/the-unsung-reporters-who-challenged-the-kremlin-skripal-story-a63251
https://www.wired.com/story/roman-dobrokhotov-insider-russia-gru-bellingcat/
https://www.unn.com.ua/uk/news/1835349-u-mzs-povidomili-scho-gotuvalis-do-sudu-oon-z-viyskovimi-z-britaniyi-i-bellingcat
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/166/166-20191108-PRE-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.icj-cij.org/files/case-related/166/166-20180612-WRI-01-00-EN.pdf
https://www.state.gov/reports/2018-country-reports-on-human-rights-practices/ukraine/
https://freedomhouse.org/report/special-reports/far-right-extremism-threat-ukrainian-democracy

